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FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST SHARING GOD’S LOVE AND GRACE WITH ALL 

Messenger 

February slid in the door as cold as we expect a February to be in our parts, which is cold but not bitterly 

so. How does time pass too easily from among us without our notice? Or maybe you did notice because the time 

in which we find ourselves things get noticed more than usual. Time is marked by the surge and fall of the virus. 

Everyone longs to mark time in another way. I’m not sure everyone wants completely normal time again,       

whatever that is. I am certain everyone wants something like it, where a trip to the grocery store can be unmasked 

and places like Huddle House can once again be a southern comfort. But we’d also like to come out of this time 

positively reformed, even redeemed by the struggles.  

Some are surely praying the deaths find a way to be grieved so they create more than a pall over life. I can 

only imagine such by the grace of God’s resurrection resources. I hope God’s people are a part of those resources. 

I hope God’s people lead themselves in that direction.  

I am once again made aware of how finite life is in this time. The awareness is anxiously heightened. 

Makes one wonder what is growing underneath the anxiety associated with the precarious ambiguity that fills our 

time. People have been in such time before. Remembering such past times gives some hope for the present time. 

But humans are quick to exaggerate their time as unique, different and special.  

God save us from the delusions and give us strength to live with the realities that fill our time. May we 

survive and live as well as our ancestors and their friends and enemies did. May we be attuned to covet dearly 

formed human relationships, just human contact, even with strangers. Those are so significant for any time. 

Among the ambiguity it is clear everyone loves life, living and being humans with one another. This time has 

taught us how ornery people can be when such life is ordered to “shut down.” Most will simply not have it!     

And at the same time many are not given a choice, as death “shuts down” life with a harsh intrusion.  

I am reminded of lines from a John Blasé poem. Maybe it is particularly true in our time.  

We’ve no clue how adored we are, tiptoeing  

through this knotted green world on egg shells 

with our fists clenched tight … 

Teach us to fall against the earth. Train us to 

Listen for the wind’s chamber music. …” 

Lord knows how much people need that music in our time. What good the conviction of how adored we 

are could be; to also live as we pass the time that feels too much like walking on eggshells!  

By God’s mighty power may the vaccine distribution reach the world over. May such amazing grace 

therein reach the hearts of all in this time. Amen.   

Praying Music and Adoration for All, 

Craig 



Family and Activities Update 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH  
OF EATONTON 

PART-TIME  
CHILDREN’S DIRECTOR 

 
First Baptist Church of Eatonton is prayerfully 
looking for a part-time children’s director. 
 
The Children’s Director is responsible for    
leading the church’s children’s ministry which 
includes Sunday’s Children’s Church and 
Wednesday children’s programs.  
 
The Director is responsible for envisioning, 
leading and planning with volunteers a chil-
dren’s ministry that leads to the development 
and formation of Christian faith among children 
from nursery through elementary school age.  
 
The Children’s Director works in partnership 
with the leadership of the Associate Pastor, the 
Music Minister and the Senior Pastor.  

 
If you are interested please email your resume 
to frontdesk@firstbaptisteatonton.org or contact 
us at 706-485-3331. 

 The bad weather kept us from having our family bonfire last month. The weather is hard to predict; however, 

we will try round two of scheduling. On February 20, 2020, we will have our family bonfire. This activity is for the 

whole church family and any age is welcome. We will have food, games, and s'mores, of course. We ask that you 

bring your own chair as we continue to think of safety first. There will be plenty of space for social distance and, of 

course, a great time of fellowship and fun with the church family.  

 The bonfire is at Connie and Daryl Covington’s house and property (152 Kilpatrick Road) starting at 5 p.m. 

In case you have never been, it is an actual bonfire, not a fire pit. The picture below is not photo shopped but is the 

exact height of the fire. I look forward to seeing you all.  

 

Rev. Jacob Roberts  

mailto:frontdesk@firstbaptisteatonton.org


FINANCIAL REPORT 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

COVID-19 

2-04 Mike and Sherry Lyons 

2-05 Daryl and Connie Covington 

2-15 Cary and Beth Walton 

2-10 Julia Davis 

2-11 John Bankston III 

2-11 Charles Winslette 

2-13 Penney Cardwell 

2-17 Baker Stickley 

Sunday, January 24, 2021   75 
 
Sunday, January 31, 2021   75 

WORSHIP REPORT 

Weeks of January 24 and January 31, 2021 
 

Budget Needs Weekly           20,144.00  

Budget Receipts            16,761.75  

Budget Needs YTD            50,360.00  

Budget Receipts YTD           38,970.75 

THANK YOUS 

Dear Church Family, 
 Barry and I would like to thank each of you 
for the many cards, calls, texts, but especially your 
prayers. I feel very blessed to be part of this  
wonderful church. Keep praying for our world to 
soon return to normal without fear of COVID. 
Thank you again and I hope to see you all soon. 
     Love, Nancy and Barry Chambers 

     We assume you are following the ongoing story of the 
spread of the COVID-19. We are doing everything we can to 
provide a safe, healthy environment here at our church. We 
want you to know we are taking the following proactive steps 
to prevent the spread of COVID-19 and other illnesses. We 
will appreciate your help in doing your part. 

 Wear a mask 
 Socially distance yourself at least 6 feet from others 
 Wash your hands thoroughly using soap and water for 

20-30 seconds. 
 Utilize the hand sanitizer stations throughout the church 

     If you have been exposed to Covid-19 or have symptoms, 
like a fever, cough, sneezing, shortness of breath, we  
respectfully ask you stay home. 

Happy Anniversary 

 Thanks, everyone, for your response to our 
recent Song Survey. As expected, I received some 
great suggestions for everything from the ancient 
"Be Thou My Vision," to the 1950s "How Great 
Thou Art," to today's "Way Maker" and "Chain 
Breaker." This shows me that we are indeed a 
healthy, multi-generational church. I will always be 
open to your suggestions, and to folks willing to 
help implement them. I appreciate your self          
sacrificing spirit and patience when we sing songs 
that might not be on your own personal favorites list 
just yet. That, too, is a sign of a great church!  
            John Cotten 
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