
 
 

I was reading a blurb in Christian Century’s Century Marks that reported, “Cardiologists at the Cleveland 
Clinic have noted an increase of broken-heart syndrome during the coronavirus pandemic. This is the colloquial 
name for stress cordiomyopathy, a dysfunction or failure of heart muscles caused by psychological and emotional 
stress. Polls have shown that one-third of Americans have experienced depression or anxiety during the pandemic, 
and prescriptions for anti-anxiety medication have surged.” 

Plenty of people mistrust such psychological reports and some don’t want their minister quoting or using 
psychology in their practice with the congregation. So I’m not trying to be even an armchair psychologist. I’m 
simply following up with some of my statements a few weeks ago about the effects of Covid-19 upon people. One 
doesn’t have to test positive to be affected, or infected, by the ramifications of the virus. The existence of a        
pandemic increases the typical stressful, depressing, discouraging, limiting, etc. nature of daily life.  

As we heard in the wisdom of Jesus reading from this past Sunday, the heart of the matter is the heart. So 
the Psalmist counsels us with the invitation of God, “Be still and know that I am God.” That knowing is more than 
just head knowledge or intellectual ascent. It is an engaging, spiritual soulful experience with God.  

I hope you use some time in this extraordinary time to experience God at this “knowing” level. Count a 
hundred breaths in the presence of God and slow them down as you do so – give God thanks for the breath that 
has just graced your life. Pour out your heart so that it might be cleansed, cleansed for just a moment maybe, but at 
least you give it a needed break for a moment. Share your fears and reassess the realities with friends in order to 
give yourself hope, or at least the possibility of hope.  

Someone said, “You know the five stages of grief – denial, anger, bargaining, depression, acceptance? I 
think the American people are in all five of them – but different parts of the country are in different stages.” So 
give yourself, and others a break. Lighten up while also being strong, courageous and wise. 

I like the simple but strong words of Fred Rogers. He says, "When I was a boy and I would see scary 
things in the news, my mother would say to me, 'Look for the helpers. You will always find people who are help-
ing.' To this day, especially in times of 'disaster,' I remember my mother's words and I am always comforted by 
realizing that there are still so many helpers--so many caring people in this world.”  

Look for the helpers. Rest in the arms of God. Pray meditatively for healing.  
Grace and Peace, 
Craig 
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JOIN US FOR MORNING WORSHIP 
Sunday, August 23, 2020 

“Keys” 

Matthew 16:13-20 

 

Sundays at 10:50 AM in the Sanctuary and Live on Facebook  
 

Services plan to be uploaded on YouTube by Mondays at 3:00 PM  

First Baptist Church of Eatonton 
P.O. Box 3400/ 115 N. Madison Ave, Eatonton, GA 31024 

Telephone: 706-485-3331—firstbaptisteatonton.org 

Messenger 



Youth and Children’s Ministry 

Missions Update 

August Mission Project 
 

Operation Christmas Child  
Yearly Gift Ideas 

 Another school year is upon us. Gatewood started August 14, and Putnam County begins at the end of the 

month. Sports are going to attempt to play this year, and I want to encourage you to pray for the students, teachers, 

coaches, and administrators. This year is going to be different as they continue to deal with COVID-19.   

 First Baptist has traditionally ramped up Wednesday night services to coincide with the school year, so I want 

to give an update on our children and youth ministry. Right now, we are meeting and having discussions with our 

volunteers and looking to implement our children and youth programs for this school year. The goal is to create an 

environment for everyone from children, youth, parents, and volunteers to feel comfortable and safe while at FBCE 

and worshiping Christ. 

 We want to do what is best for everyone and right now, looking at the beginning of September as the          

potential start and kick off Wednesday night. The guidelines and safety will make Wednesday night a little different 

but have the same emphasis on encouraging, loving, and supporting our children and youth through Christ. As     

everything continues to come together, we will continue to keep the families and church updated and look forward to 

another school year.  
 

2 Peter 3:18 states, “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

To him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.” 
 

We ask you to continue to pray as we work together to grow in grace in knowledge in Christ together. 

God Bless, 

Jacob Roberts  

First Baptist Church and the Missions Committee  
put together gifts for 61 teachers at Gatewood. 

 

Gatewood began their 2020-2021 school year on August 14, 2020. 
 

Remember to pray for the Students, Faculty and  
Administration to have a safe school year. 



 

 
 
 
 
 

Weeks of August 2 and August 9 
 

Budget Needs                        18,790.00 

Budget Receipts                    25,543.00 

Budget Needs YTD             300,640.00 

Budget Receipts YTD         311,776.31 
 

WORSHIP REPORT 
 

Sunday, August 9           99 

Sunday, August 16           88 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6  

10:50 am  
Morning Worship  

 

7  
Labor Day 

Church Office 
Closed 

8 
10:00 am  
Missions  

Committee  

 

9 
6:00 pm  

Youth Bible Study  

 

10 11 12 

13 

Deacon’s Meeting 
 

Church Conference 
 

Deacon Nominee 
Vote  

14 15 16 
6:00 pm  

Youth Bible Study  

 

17 18 19 

20 
10:50 am  

Morning Worship  

21 22 23 
6:00 pm  

Youth Bible Study  

 

24 25 26 

27 
10:50 am  

Morning Worship  

28 29 30 
6:00 pm  

Youth Bible Study  

 

   

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMNET  
from the  

PUTNAM COUNTY 2020 CENSUS COMMITTEE  
PLEASE ACT NOW 

Putnam County’s response rate IS CURRENTLY 
LESS THAN 50%.  

It is critical for everyone to complete  
the Census Questionnaire! 

The questionnaire can be completed online at  
my2020census.gov 

Or toll free by PHONE 
English 844-330-2020 or Spanish 844-468-2020 

All information is CONFIDETIAL. 
Your participation is vital  

to the life of your community. 

September 2020 



First Baptist Church 
P. O. Box 3400 
Eatonton, GA  31024 
Return Service Requested 

So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary life—your 

sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life—and place it before God as an 

offering. ... Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even 

thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. You’ll be changed from the inside out. Readily 

recognize what he wants from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around you, 

always dragging you down to its level of immaturity, God brings the best out of you, develops 

well-formed maturity in you.... The only accurate way to understand ourselves is by what God 

is and by what he does for us, not by what we are and what we do for him. 

--- from Romans 12, The Message trans. 


