
FROM THE PASTOR,  
 

I’m still trying to get my mind around a minister’s statement, “We decided to learn Luther’s Small Catechism 
while we built churches in Minecraft.” Maybe Luther’s Small Catechism trips you up? Maybe the reference to     
Minecraft confuses you? Maybe both of them do? I can probably explain Minecraft quicker than I can Luther’s Small      
Catechism though I have some experience with the catechism and zero experience with Minecraft.  

Briefly, catechism is something of an obscure word among Baptists, which means simply lessons, in this case the 
lessons learned in the Lutheran Church. Minecraft is described as the best selling video game of all time with more 
than 112 million monthly users – a game that is one of the most widely streamed on Twitch and YouTube channels. 
Uh-oh, I lost some of you with the Twitch reference didn’t I! 

Anyway, the point is a minister and a middle school Sunday School class were discussing with one another how 
they might best learn the assigned lessons together. And be aware this is in Arkansas, not California or New York. 
Clint, the minister, said someone joked that they should use Minecraft. Clint simply asked, “How would that work?” 
And in response the class began to teach him how. The result was they learned Sunday School lessons through build-
ing churches in Minecraft.  

I have no idea how that happened, but I realize how fortunate, blessed and creative for such to happen! How      
fortunate for a minister, a teacher to become involved in learning through the students’ video game. That is difficult 
for ministers and teachers to do. What a servant! What good listening skills! And how the experience challenges any of 
us to listen, to learn and to share the language and learning modes of other ages, groups and peoples. How curious one 
must be to do so! How open and gracious it demands people to be!  

And of course these matters are about far more than ministers and teachers listening to people across the divides of 
age, culture, race, class, etc. It is about everybody listening and learning in additional ways. We may have no idea 
what catechism or Minecraft are. But if people are invested in them perhaps we teach and lead best by listening and 
learning what their language, their games and their ways are all about.  

May God give us grace to do so and may we be wise enough to learn! 
Imagine, 
Craig 

Followers of Christ sharing God’s love and grace with all. 

September 17, 2020 

Messenger 

CHILDREN’S DIRECTOR POSITION AVAILABLE: 
 

The Children’s Director is responsible for leading  the church’s 
children’s ministry which includes Sunday’s Children’s Church 
and Wednesday children’s programs. The Director is responsible 
for envisioning, leading and planning with volunteers a children’s 
ministry that leads to the development and formation of Christian 

faith among  children from nursery through elementary school age. 
The Children’s Director works in partnership with the leadership of 

the Associate Pastor, the Music Minister and the Senior Pastor.  
Additional information can be obtained from the Associate Pastor, 
the Senior Pastor or the Personnel Committee Chair Steve Benton. 

First Baptist Church of Eatonton 
P.O. Box 3400/ 115 N. Madison Ave, Eatonton, GA 31024 

Telephone: 706-485-3331—firstbaptisteatonton.org 



Youth and Children’s Ministry 

Reports 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Weeks of September 6 and September 13 
 

Budget Needs                        18,790.00 

Budget Receipts                    24,609.00 

Budget Needs YTD             347,615.00 

Budget Receipts YTD         357,385.41 

WORSHIP REPORT 
 

September 6      74 

September 13      80 

WELCOME 

Welcome Faith McElhenney 

to the membership of  

First Baptist Church. 

Flowers were placed in the sanctuary on 

September 13, in memory and honor of all 

the military, first responders and victims 

of the 9/11 attacks by Cooper Rainey Jr. 

          This year we are excited to announce that FBC is partnering with the 
First United Methodist Church to co-host a 5th quarter after every home 
football game. 5th quarter is an opportunity for any youth to hang out with 
friends after the game and enjoy free food, fun, and entertainment. 
          We wanted to provide a safe place for youth to enjoy Friday nights, 
and by partnering with FUMC, this will happen. We will be rotating       
between FUMC and FBC churches hosting, making 5th quarters a truly 

community event. The first 5th quarter is this Friday night,  
September 18, from 9 -11 at FUMC. This week is a water slide 
theme night with free food and music.  

We ask our church family to help out in different ways to make every 5th quarter a success. 
First, pray for our 5th quarters that they may be a time of bringing the youth together in the    
community. Secondly, as we rotate between churches, we 
will need volunteers when we host at FBC from food prep, 
adult supervision, and games.  

We are genuinely excited and can’t wait to see what 
God is going to do in our community 
 

Jacob Roberts  

FLOWERS 



October 2020   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 
 

10:50 am  
Morning Worship  

5 6 7 
6:30 pm Family 

Night Bible Study 

8 9 10 

11   8:30 am 

Deacons Meeting 
 

 
Budget Discussion 

12 
 
 

Columbus Day 

13 
 

10:00 am  
Missions Meeting 

14 
 

6:30 pm Family 
Night Bible Study 

15 16 17 

18 
 

10:50 am  
Morning Worship  

19 20 21 
 

6:30 pm Family 
Night Bible Study 

22 23 24 

25  
Church Conference 

Deacon Vote 
Budget Vote 

Nominating Vote 

26 27 28 
 

6:30 pm Family 
Night Bible Study 

29 30 31 

Missions Opportunity 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 2020 
 

We hope this will be another great year for the  
Samaritans Purse Christmas Child Shoeboxes.  

FBC members always do a wonderful job with the gifts  
they send to the children around the world.  

 

Due to Covid-19, OCC has an option for you  
to pack a box online and pay them directly.  

Amazon has also joined with OCC, 
where you can purchase items through them,  
if you are not comfortable going to the stores.  

 

Shoeboxes are due Sunday, November 8th—15th.  
 

If you would like more information or  
have questions about building your OCC shoebox,  

please contact the church office or visit the OCC Website at  
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/

Mission Project 
 

Operation Christmas Child  
Yearly Gift Ideas 

 
September  - Games 

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/ways-to-give/
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