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DECEMBER 3, 2020 

I’m pretty certain all of you have already made some preparation to celebrate Christmas – made family plans, put 

up decorations, made lists, … The Christian Church long ago recognized Christmas, the coming of God to us in    

Jesus is indeed something for which to prepare. They created the season of Advent to prepare for the advent of Jesus. 

Its earliest origins appear to have been in France as early as the 6th century. It was more universally celebrated across 

the Christian world by the 13th century when it came to mark the beginning of the calendar of the Christian year.  

Baptists, being what we would call non-liturgical people and free worshipers, have been hesitant to join other       

Christians around the world in some of the larger Christian Church’s traditions. However, as of the past few decades 

some Baptists have chosen to return to the Advent traditions to lead themselves in worship during this time of year.  

Advent should be appreciated for the wisdom it shares for a proper approach to the joyous Christmas 

“revelation.” It celebrates the advent of God in the birth of Christ and also looks forward to the second coming of 

Christ. It contemplates the first coming of Christ into our hearts and the reality of his continued presence. 

The season of Advent encompasses four weeks beginning on the Sunday nearest November 30. It culminates in 

Christmas Day which would then begin Christmastide, a period of 12 days of Christmas. 

Advent days filled with daily contemplation, scripture readings and prayer as well as the typical deeds of charity in 

which people participate prior to Christmas. A centerpiece of Christian worship at church and in homes during     

Advent is the Advent wreath. The Christian Advent wreath is made of a circle of greenery in which are placed three 

purple candles and one pink candle with a white candle placed in the middle. The three purple candles represent      

royalty. The pink candle represents joy. The white candle represents purity and is known as the Christ candle. The 

greenery of the wreath represents Christian growth and its circular form represents eternity. The lighting of the      

candles tells in a dramatic way the first dawning of light into a dark and waiting world. The light grows brighter as the 

weeks pass until its brilliance merges at last with Jesus’ birth.  

These practices lead participants to prepare to receive the light of Christ, to prepare and receive the Christ of              

Christmas. Join us as we worship each Sunday of Advent. Let us prepare and celebrate together.  

Thankful, 

Craig 

First Baptist Church of Eatonton 
P.O. Box 3400/ 115 N. Madison Ave, Eatonton, GA 31024  

Telephone: 706-485-3331—firstbaptisteatonton.org 
Office Hours: Monday—Thursday: 8:30 a.m.—4:00 p.m. (Closed from 12:00—1:00 for lunch);  

Friday: Closed (Calls and Emails will be answered remotely) 



Stepping Stones Learning Center 
As the holiday season approaches and you feel the spirit of 
giving, why not surprise a wonderful family with the gift of  
childcare? Select an Angel from the tree with the monetary 

value that you feel comfortable giving.  
 

Please make checks payable to Stepping Stones or to FBCE 
(with notation) and include the angel with your donation. 
Drop it by the Stepping Stones office, church office, or                     

place in the offering plate. 
 

A Stepping Stones Board Member will randomly choose a 
child to receive your gift. You may also choose a child. 

 

“Behold, Children are a heritage of the Lord.”  
Psalm 127:3 

SHOULDER BLANKETS 

FOR SHUT INS 
We will be supplying  

shoulder blankets  

for our shut ins.  

The blankets will be made  

by Zee and delivered  

on December 8. 

Church Family,  

          I wanted to take a moment in this edition to thank 

my church family. You all have played such a significant 

part in helping me further my education while also taking 

care of my family.  I wanted to say thank you not only for 

all the support over the last year and a half while I  

pursued my Master of Divinity, but also for the surprise 

two weeks ago with the diploma presentation during  

service. The reality is that your prayer and financial  

support helped me with more than one thank you card. 

          I cannot express enough the amount of love and 

support you all have shown my family over the last three 

years. The hardest decision about moving to Eatonton 

was not working at the church but being away from  

family. Now, I can say Thanks be to God my family grew 

since moving. You all have welcomed us and made us a 

part of your families, and we are blessed to be in 

Eatonton. We have the best family here at FBC  

Love,  

Jacob Sarah and Declan Roberts 

Christmas Mission  
Opportunities 

The Eatonton Service League family 

gifts are due this Sunday, December 6 

THANK 
YOU! 



Weeks of November 22 and November 29 

Budget Needs                        18,790.00 

Budget Receipts                     15,810.00 

Budget Needs YTD             450,960.00 

Budget Receipts YTD          459,824.41 

Sunday, November 22  80 

Sunday, November 29 101 

Worship Report 

Financial Report 

Help us stop the spread of Covid-19 
 

Wear a face mask, stay at least 6 feet from others, 

use hand sanitizer, and wash  

your hands for 20 seconds. 

Do Not Enter if you have had symptoms of  

Covid-19 (Fever, Cough, Sneezing, etc. ) OR  

if you have been exposed to Covid-19. 

The Children’s Director is responsible for leading the 
church’s children’s ministry which includes Sunday’s  

Children’s Church and Wednesday children’s programs.  
 

The Director is responsible for envisioning, leading and 
planning with volunteers a children’s ministry that leads to 
the development and formation of Christian faith among 

children from nursery through elementary school age.  
 

Additional information can be obtained from the  
Associate Pastor, the Senior Pastor or the  
Personnel Committee Chair Steve Benton. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 
6:30 pm Family 

Night Bible Study 

3 4 5 

 

6 

2nd Sunday  

of Advent 

7 8 9 
6:30 pm Family 

Night Bible Study 

10 11 12 

13  
Deacon Breakfast 

 
3rd Sunday  
of Advent 

14 15 16 

6pm Christmas  
Dinner 

17 18 19 

20 

4th Sunday  

of Advent 

21 22 23 

No Wednesday 

Night Activities 

24 

5pm Candlelight 
Service  

Office Closed 

25 

Christmas 

Office Closed 

26 

27 28 29 30 

No Wednesday 

Night Activities 

31 

New Year’s Eve 

  

December 2020 

Now Hiring  
Children’s Director 

Thank You 
Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes Report 

Our district in Athens received 25,000 shoeboxes!!!  

They sent us a thank you for the FBCE contribution of 137 boxes! 



First Baptist Church 
P. O. Box 3400 
Eatonton, GA  31024 
Return Service Requested 

Join us for Morning Worship on Sundays at 10:50 a.m. in the sanctuary or on Facebook Live.  
Services will be posted on our website and YouTube. 

 

Join us for Family Night Connections on Wednesdays from 6:30 p.m.—7:15 p.m. in the sanctuary  
for a time of music, prayer, games and small group Bible study. 

The Church calls the four Sundays of worship before  

Christmas, Advent. They celebrate the advent of Christ 

among us with Biblical readings and music of hope, joy, 

peace and love. We use a simple wreath and light its four 

candles in progression each week as a growing sign of the 

light that comes into the world at Christmas. Christmas is 

the advent of the light of the world. Advent worship leads 

us to receive and to follow the Light. 


