
INTERCESSORY PRAYER 
 

Remember to pray often for all 
patients and their families who 
are suffering from the Corona 

Virus as the numbers rise in our 
state and local areas.  

 

And pray for each other,  
your church family,  

as we experience this great 
unknown.  

 

Our Members:  
Terry Blanton, JoAnn Clay,  
Maxine Godin, Jim Hall, Tom 
Hicks, Scott Joris, Jim Kauffman, 
Janice Knowles, Marie Rainey, 
Bob Schell, Martha Strube, Frank 
Thompson, Sonny Turner,  
Jimy Williams, Unspoken 
 

Friends and Family:  
Pat Adams 
 

Assisted Living/Nursing & 
Homebound:  
Edith Bennett, Betty Evans,  
Luceil Harrison, Mary Ann Heath, 
Hilda Marshall, Grace Resseau, 
Sug Walton   
 

Missionary Families:  
Trey Lancaster family in 
Zimbabwe, Norman family  
serving in Spain 

First Baptist Church of  Eatonton 

 From the Pastor, 
 

It is exciting to be in Eatonton!  
Some may think I need to travel a little more if that is really true. And part of that may 

be true, so anyone who wants to fund a trip for me, you know where I am. On the other 
hand, I have been traveling and I am excited to be in Eatonton. It surprises me how      
energized I am meeting new people. What joy lies ahead as we learn and love one        
another in the seasons to come.  

Quickly, let me share with you the fact a small group of committee chairs, deacon 
chair, church staff and I sat down together (but apart) Wednesday morning. We began to 
discuss how we as a church body go forward in the coming weeks and months. Ambiguity 
is still the most prevalent feeling. There is simply too much uncertainty present to offer 
any guarantees. At the same time the urge to gather is strong, and deep. Some sensed 
the satisfaction of that urge just by driving together in the welcoming caravan last 
Wednesday that welcomed Catherine as the new pastor’s wife to Eatonton. The goodies, 
the attention and the gathering overwhelmed her. But I hear those who gathered were 
also taken by how good it felt to be doing something together as a church. 

So, the first action we are taking is to simply open the church sanctuary on Sundays 
from 9 AM to 2 PM, starting May 17th. Enter any time you like for prayer, meditation,   
quiet and personal Bible reading. Some may even nap for a moment! No service will be 
held, but the space will be open. Greet others with a wave. Smile behind those masks. 
Nod. Deacons will monitor the space. Masks and sanitizers will be available. So come, as 
you like and as you feel comfortable. Sit appropriately apart. Be present in a space that is 
sacred. I’ll leave a guide that might lead you through a short period of time if you’d like 
the guidance. Maybe you just sit. Sanctuary, church, sacred space will be available. It 
starts May 17th.  

A second action being discussed is some way for us to gather outside, inside,       
wherever – where social distancing is possible – like it was in the parade setting – but also 
gives people a chance to be social. No definite plans are available now. So give your    
leaders some ideas if you think of something.  

Another thing, help us follow the data. Most of us are operating on feelings these 
days. But we are also looking for hard data that tells us good facts on which to base our 
feelings and actions. As you discover the hard data of the virus’s presence in our county 
and the surrounding counties help keep us informed. As more testing becomes available 
help one another interpret it in the most meaningful ways. And let’s take wise, smart   
actions. 

Keep the leadership in your prayers. We will keep you informed as things progress. 
We have high hopes for June, but we cannot make definite commitments yet. We have to 
continue to be smart while we also follow our hearts. The video publications will continue 
for all of time to come. You know how things live in cyberspace! So keep in touch with us 
and we will do the same.     

        Joy to be With You,  
                     Craig 

First Baptist Church of Eatonton 
115 N. Madison Ave/P.O. Box 3400, Eatonton, GA 31024 

706-485-3331—firstbaptisteatonton.org 

Weeks of May 10 and May 17, 2020 



CANCELLATION 
 

First Baptist Church of Eatonton  
has cancelled all church services, activities, and service 

opportunities on campus until further notice. 
 

Please join us on Wednesdays at 6pm and  
Sundays at 10:50 am for our online services. 

CHURCH MEMBER BIRTHDAYS  
May 10—May 23 

5/10—Jacob Roberts 
5/12—Lois Schell 
5/21—Patrice Underkofler 

BUDGET REPORT 

Weeks of April 19 and April 26   

 

Budget Needs Bi Weekly     18,790.00 
Budget Receipts                    19,265.00 
Budget Needs YTD             159,715.00 
Budget Receipts YTD         149,454.00 

MAPPIN FUND 
 

Requests are being accepted for the  
Mappin Fund Scholarship.  

 

Contact the church office for details.   
Deadline is Monday, May 11.  

MISSION MINDED 
 

Putnam Christian Outreach 
PCO is having a tough time right now with so 

many needing help in Putnam county.  
The Missions Committee met per email. The  

decision was unanimous to send PCO $2000 from 
the disaster fund. COVID-19 is a disaster in itself. 

 

Operation Christmas Child  
Year Round Gift Ideas 

 

May—Hygiene Items 
Savvy shoppers know they can impact more  

children around the world for eternity by looking 
for shoebox items throughout the year. 

REMINDER 
 

Send tithe checks by mail to  
P.O. Box 3400, Eatonton, GA.  

Mail is not received at our physical address. 

NEED PRAYERS OR ASSISTANCE 
 

If you have any prayer requests or need  
assistance with groceries, prescriptions,  

or other needs please contact the church office. 
We are here to serve you and your needs. 

JOIN US SUNDAYS ONLINE AT 10:50AM 

SUNDAY MAY 10 
Rise Up Tabitha 

Acts 9:36-43 


